SAFE USE OF RIVER WEAVER DURING SPRING HEAD OF THE RIVER EVENT SATURDAY 3 APRIL 2010

NOTES FOR LOCKKEEPERS
Northwich Rowing Club hosts an annual Spring Head of the River rowing event that attracts over 200 entries. The event is run under the British Rowing Rules of Racing and Row Safe Guide by qualified umpires and race monitors who are in radio contact under the control of a Race Committee.  Rescue launches are in attendance at key locations.

Racing takes place in 3 divisions, at 0945, 1200, and 1500. There are approximately 80 boats in each division. Boats leave the landing stage at Northwich Rowing Club and proceed to the railway viaduct where they are assembled by race marshals. At start time, when all crews are present, the starter sends crews off at 10 second intervals to race back to the finish post 200m upstream of Hunts Lock. 

It will be unsafe for other river users to be on the course when racing is in progress.

In the event of pleasure boats arriving at Hunts Lock or Vale Royal Locks, lockkeepers are asked to: 

· Explain that there will be many rowing boats on the river between Hunts Lock and Vale Royal Locks and handout Flyer.

· Warn of potential delays.

· Make radio contact with “Race Control" who will expedite course clearance in accordance with the table below.

· Request that boats remain at the locks until clearance is given.

· On release, ask pleasure boats and other river users to proceed non-stop to the next lock.

· “Race Control" will maintain radio contact with lockkeepers to check for traffic.

	Guide Times
	Course Status

	0830 - 0945
	Potential pleasure boat movements

	0945 - 1030
	Race in progress – No pleasure boat movements

	1030 -1200
	Potential pleasure boat movements

	1200 – 1245
	Race in progress – No pleasure boat movements

	1245 – 1500
	Potential pleasure boat movements

	1500 –1545
	Race in progress – No pleasure boat movements

	1545 - Sunset
	Course clear


Northwich Rowing Club apologises for any inconvenience caused. 
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